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Brief history of international 
climate negotiations



UNFCCC Kyoto Protocol COP15 Paris Agreement

• UN Framework Convention on Climate Change

• Ratified by 197 Parties

• “The ultimate objective -- is to achieve --

stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations 

in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent 

dangerous anthropogenic interference with the 

climate system”

• First emission commitments for countries



UNFCCC Kyoto Protocol COP15 Paris Agreement

• Protocol under the UNFCCC

• Ratified by 192 Parties

• Legally binding emission commitments for 

industrialised countries for 2008–12

• Introduced three market mechanisms for 

trading emission rights between countries



UNFCCC Kyoto Protocol COP15 Paris Agreement

• COP15 in Copenhagen

• Was supposed to lead to a new international 

agreement to replace the Kyoto Protocol

• Fell apart due to mismanagement, 

misinformation, large political differences and 

lack of political will

• Demoralised the international community, but 

also laid the foundation for future progress



UNFCCC Kyoto Protocol COP15 Paris Agreement

• Adopted at COP21, ratified by 192 Parties

• “Holding the increase in the global average 

temperature to well below 2 °C -- and to 

pursue efforts to limit [it] to 1.5 °C”

• All countries required to submit national 

climate commitments (NDCs)

• Rich countries to mobilise $100 bn/yr in 

international climate finance





So what is a COP anyway?



It’s quite 
simple…

• COP = Conference of Parties

• Parties = countries (+ the EU) 

that have ratified the treaty

• Annual UN climate 

conference

• COP26 = the 26th COP











Who negotiates 
at COPs?

• Individual countries…

• …but also e.g.

• EU

• G77/China

• Umbrella Group

• AOSIS

• Liked-Minded Developing Countries

• Africa Group

• Least developed countries group

• High Ambition Coalition



Why does COP26 matter?



What makes 
COP26 special?

• First COP since the pandemic

• Still constrained by COVID 

rules

• 120+ Heads of State and 

Government attending

• Time for countries to submit 

updated NDCs

• We are running out of time: 

“the world’s best last chance”



©
 I
P

C
C

 2
0

1
8





C
li
m

a
te

W
a

tc
h



C
li
m

a
te

A
c
ti
o

n
 T

ra
c
k
e

r



C
li
m

a
te

A
c
ti
o

n
 T

ra
c
k
e

r



What are key 
issues at 
COP26?

• Ambition of national climate 

commitments

• Rules for the market 

mechanism (“Article 6”)

• Future targets for 

international climate finance

• Other issues, e.g. common 

timeframes, transparency, 

loss and damage



How can you get involved?



How to prepare 
for a COP

• Take official requirements 

seriously!

• Learn the basics

• Focus on key issues

• Plan your schedule

• Let people know you are 

joining

• Prepare for cold and wet 

weather



How can you 
get involved at 
the COP itself

• Follow negotiations

• Attend side events

• Network with people

• Join demonstrations

• Communicate to people back 

home



Useful 
resources

• UNFCCC

• COP26 presidency

• Earth Negotiations Bulletin

• Carbon Brief

• Eco

• Climate Ambition Support 

Alliance

https://unfccc.int/
https://ukcop26.org/
https://enb.iisd.org/
https://www.carbonbrief.org/
https://climatenetwork.org/resource_type/eco-newsletter/
https://casaclimate.org/
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